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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/964,697 



Examiner 

Tran N. Nguyen 



Applicant(s) 

ASAO ET AL: 



Art Unit 

2834 



« ^*"L he MMUNG DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

' f£Ts^ available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

" II no fnr r!?/ te ^ **n*ito» (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

' *" Pe ? fied a * b0V , e w he m !T mum Statut0ry period wiN app| y and wNI ex P ire S,x W MONTHS from the mailing date of thiT communication 

- Failure o reply wrth.n he set or extended penod for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U S C § 1 33) COmmuniCat,0n - 

" «mS P ~ w I h ♦ f c tef I^^ ree m ° nthS after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b) y 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)KI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD 11 453 O G 213 
Disposition of Claims ' 

4) D Claim(s) 1^9 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) 1^9 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)Q approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) Q The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)EI All b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 .£3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staqe 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application), 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s) 

2 U Ncrtce of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5 ) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1^~ ' 

3) L^SJ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) g_4 . 6) □ Other: 



U.S. Patenl and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

tf t P hfH n ff may "^k 6 L° btain ! d the inVenti0n is n0t identical| y disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title 

wSh f e K CeS t th t SUbjeCt r ttCT S ° Ught 10 be patented and * e P rior su '" t"at the subject matte as a whole 
would have been obv.ous at the t.me the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said sublet 
matter pertams. Patentabil.ty shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made J 

2. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Applicant's 
admitted prior-art figs 22-26 (AAPA figs 22-26) in view of level of ordinary skills of a 
worker in the art. 

AAPA figs 22-26, substantially discloses the claimed invention, particularly fig 26's 
description (spec, page 6) discloses that the ratio (bt/ht) of the width (bt) and radial length (ht) of 
each stator tooth is approximately equal to 0.42. Thus the AAPA differs from the claimed 
invention only in one respect that is the range of the ratio bt/ht to be 0.15<bt/ht <0.4. 

Those skilled in the art would realize that to change the size of the stator tooth in order to 
obtain the optimum or workable ranges involves only routine skills in the art. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the AAPA alternator by changing the size of the stator tooth 
so that the ratio of the width (bt) and radial length (ht) of each stator tooth is in the range of 
0.15<bt/ht <0.4, as in the claimed invention, because it has been held that where the general 
conditions of a claim are disclosed in the prior art, discovering the optimum or workable ranges 
involves only routine skill in the art. In re Aller, 105 USPQ 233. 
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Communication 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tran N Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 308-1639. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6:00AM-2:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nestor Ramirez can be reached on (703)-308-1371 . The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703)305-343 1 for regular 
communications and (703)-395-3432 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone numbers (703)-308-1782. 




TRANNGZ 
PRIMARY PATENT EXAMINER 
TC-2800 



